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MEET THE MAINTENANCE MEN
Americana’s Maintenance Staff consists of four full-time personnel.  Joe Altoonian, Maintenance Supervisor has worked in resort maintenance for over 30 years.  An ex-Navy cook, Joe is the quintessential Jersey Boy who is always willing to troubleshoot any maintenance problem that you may be experiencing at your property.  Steve Harwell got his maintenance skills in Texas.  He has worked for Americana off and on for 8 years and has a strong knowledge of the Aspens.  You can recognize Steve by his large belt buckles and occasional cowboy hat.  Jorge Gomez is Bi-lingual in Spanish and English.  He is in the final stages of completing his tests to get his pilot’s license, so you might see him flying over the Aspens sometime soon.  Jorge has worked for Americana almost a year.  Finally, Nick Stuhaug learned how to fix things working for one of the largest condominium associations in Fargo, North Dakota.  Nick is recognizable as the guy always with a smile on his face.  Nick has been with Americana about a year.
Holiday Lighting was a bit more challenging this year due to the heavy snow accumulation that occurred in early December.  But those who took the effort did a beautiful job decorating their homes.  Now that the holiday season is behind us, please be reminded that all holiday lighting and décor must be removed by January 31.
Good News!!  Your Board of Directors has approved the operating budget for 2006 and there will be no increase in the monthly maintenance fee!!  It will remain the same as 2004 & 2005 - $175.00 per month.

Snow Plowing is performed by the Eagles Nest ‘Snow Rangers’. This season’s abundant snowfall presents a challenge – how to manage the excess accumulations along the driveways.  As a temporary measure, heavy equipment is used to push snow piles away from the driveways.  In some instances it may be necessary to haul the snow to an on premise storage area.  The weather and the board will make that determination.

The Silverthorne Nordic Center, formerly known as the golf course XC track is available for your use at no charge. A 3.75 Km. rather flat loop may be accessed at North Chipmunk Lane.  For a more challenging 4 Km. track, start at the Ravens Club House.  You may use skis or snowshoes, but do not walk on the groomed tracks.  The rules do not allow dogs on or near the course.

ASPENS ONLINE.  We now have a web site. We can access a comprehensive source of information at www.theaspenshoa.com.  A quick reference to our Rules and Regulations will remind us that “All trash must be put in hard walled containers and have lids securely in place when outside”.
Some more ‘Trash Talking’.  The three year contract that the Aspens has with “Waste Management of the Rockies” is about to expire.  Key personnel at Americana Resort Properties are looking at other vendors that offer better service at a lower cost. The next issue of this Newsletter will have more information.

Is ‘My Home, My Castle?’  Homeowners formerly living in other communities would be quick to think:  “Yes, I bought it, I’m paying for it and I can do what I want to my home”.  That is absolutely true when referring to your home’s interior!  However, when becoming an owner in a Planned Unit Development (PUD) such as the Aspens at Eagles Nest, the owner agrees to abide by the “Declarations and Covenants” that govern the Association and its “Rules and Regulations”  These are meaningful legal documents that provide guidelines for each homeowner to follow.  This information is provided each homeowner at the closing for each property and is also available on our new Web Site.

Some of the rules may seem stringent.  They were drafted when much of Silverthorne was mobile home parks and trailer villages.  The developers wanted a new community that would stand above the rest, be regarded as a nice place to live and to maintain its value in the market place.  While the guidelines may seem restrictive, they accomplish their goal.

Are you contemplating exterior changes to your home? Be sure to understand the rules before getting involved.  Basically, you must first submit a plan to the Aspens Board of Directors. The next step is approval by the Eagles Nest Design and Review Committee.  Fees and time limits may apply. Subject to Board and Committee approvals a Silverthorne Building Permit must be obtained before construction or home modification starts. If a home exterior modification is planed for this spring or summer, now is the time to get you plans in the works.  For more information contact Americana Resort Properties: 468-8363.

Are you dissatisfied with TV cable and thinking about a Dish Antenna?  The Rules and Regulations require that written consent be obtained from the Board or Management Agency prior to installation.

FUN FACTS:

Colorado became a state on August 1, 1876, 100 years after the Declaration of Independence was signed.  In honor of this fact the state became known as “The Centennial State”.
Colorado has an average of 296 sunny days per year, more than in Miami Beach or San Diego.

In 1944, Louis Ballast grilled a slice of cheese onto a hamburger at his Denver Drive-In and patented the invention as the “Cheese Burger”.

